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Parachute Blue Winged Olive Dry
BWO’s are synonymous with trout in Missouri – and almost everywhere else
trout are found as well. Day in and day out, I catch a lot of fish on BWO nymphs
and emergers, but sometimes the fish just want to chase the duns as they drift
on the current. Fishing the upper Current River during the last three days of
October, I experienced some of the best dry fly fishing I have seen in a while. It
seemed that every fish in the river was looking up and were keyed in on those
pretty little mayflies drifting haplessly downstream into their feeding lanes.
My challenge was finding just the right fly to imitate the little bugs and to get just the right drift over just the right
fish. After the usual trial and error period, my fly of choice for three days straight was this little parachute dry fly. I
like to tie these on the shorter-shank midge/emerger hook to get a little more hook gap – especially in the 20-24
size range.
Hook: Dai-Riki 125 or TMC 101 Size 18-24
Thread: 8/0 or 12/0 Olive
Tail: Medium Dun Micro Fibets
Body: BWO Dry Fly Dubbing
Wing Post: White ParaPost
Hackle: Medium Dun Neck or Saddle Hackle
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Secure hook in vise, start thread behind hook eye and advance to bend of hook.
Make a small bump of thread at the hook bend.
Tie in two or three Micro Fibets on each side of hook so that they splay out equally on both sides so
that the naturally tapered ends are the same length – about the length of the hook shank.
Advance thread to just forward of the mid-point of the hook shank.
Select a ½ inch hank of ParaPost material that is about 4-times the width of the hook shank
Tie in the hank of Para Post material at its middle on top of the hook.
Pull the ParaPost material up and make some figure-8 wraps at its base to set it upright.
Make several wraps of thread up the ParaPost to make it stiff.
Prepare the appropriately-sized hackle (neck or saddle)
Tie in the base of the feather at the base of the post extending upward along the post.
Make several wraps to secure the hackle stem along the post.
Return the thread to the rear of the hook and dub a tapered body all the way to the hook eye.
Return the thread to the base of the wing.
Wrap the hackle down the wing post toward the body.
Tie the hackle off around the base of the wing post and whip finish thread to the base as well.
Trim wing post to just above the hackle wraps.
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The trick to tying this fly is staying compact and properly proportioned. The splayed tail and the flat parachute
hackle make this fly float flat in the surface of the water. I like to use Water Shed permanent floatant to make
them float all day without leaving an oil slick. Obviously 7X tippet is in order when fishing these tiny guys, and a
light touch keeps you from separating you from your fly. Tied in size 18 or 20, these are beefy enough to suspend
a BWO emerger from if you want to cover all your bases. I found it unnecessary.
Note: Obviously, the parachute process is much easier to demonstrate than it is to describe. We’ll be doing these
in the Member’s class this winter.
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